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The next oldest tombstone is that of Major William Gooch at 
: Temple Farm," where Lord Cornwallis surrendered, 1781: 

[Arms."] 

Major William Gooch of T(his) 

[Parish] 

Dyed Oct. 29 1655 

Within this tomb there doth enterred 

Lie 

No shape but substance true [nobility] 

Itself though young in years just t [wenty] 

[nine] 

Yet graced with vertues morall and [divine] 

The church from him did good participate] 

In counsell rare fitt to adorn a S[tate] 



STARKE'S FREE SCHOOL AND "JUSTICE OP THE 
PEA.CE." 

The earliest law-writer of Virginia was Edward Barradall, who 
prepared some reports upon decisions in the General Court which 
have never been published. 1 Then John Mercer prepared an 
abridgement of the laws in 1736, and a little later the same year 
Giles Webb, of New Kent, advertised his work " The Office and 
Authority of a Justice of the Peace, and also the duty of sheriffs, 
coroners, churchwardens, surveyors of Highways, constables and 
officers of the militia, etc." It was printed by J. Parkes, printer, 
at Williamsburg, 1736, dedicated to Governor Gooch, and highly 
complimented by John Clayton, the attorney-general of Virginia. 
In his address to the "reader," Mr. Webb described the work "to 
be the first of its kind produced in these parts of the world." 
There was no other law publication till just before the Eevolution. 
In 1774 there was printed at Williamsburg, by Alexander Purdie 
and John Dixon, a book on the plan of Giles Webb's, entitled 
"The Office and Authority of a Justice of the Peace Explained 
and Digested under Proper Titles, to which are added full and 
correct precedents of all kinds of process necessary to be used by 
magistrates, in which also the duty of sheriffs and other public 

1 The Virginia Historical Society has part of the original MS. A copy of 
another part is in possession of the library of the Supreme Court, Richmond, 
Virginia. 
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officers are properly discussed." The greater part of the book was 
written by Eichard Starke, whose death prevented the final work, 
The preface of the book says that, "His friends prevailed on some 
benevolent gentlemen of the law to continue the work for the 
benefit of a numerous and distressed family." 

It becomes a matter of interest to identify this gentleman, of 
whom very little is remembered beyond his interesting connection 
with our earliest law books. In the records of York county there 
is mention of one, Dr. Eichard Starke, who died in 1704. His 
wife, Eebecca, retained an inventory and appraisement of his 
effects "March y e 7 and 24, 1705." The value was one hundred 
and eighty-three pounds and nineteen shillings. Among the items 
was " Medson Book and Instrument," worth thirteen pounds. The 
following postscript by the widow has some genealogical value : 

"The corn and meat and cask of Sider fore old sows two barrows Seven 
Small shotes twenty two sucking piggs I bought corn to feed them there 
was turkeys Gees and poltry two Linin Spinin wheles that my husband gave 
to his two daughters Mary and Catherine a potell piging to Oatherin they 
have each of them a Silver Bodkin and Thimble and Mary hath a Small Silver 
box my husbands sadle was never brought home but when it was found I sould 
it for two bushels of wheat my husbands wareing Cloathes Linin and woulen 
his hat Shewes and stockings two knives and forks two Cannes and Cases Inkhorn 
to my one wareing Clothes Linin and woulen some pins and tape and thread 
my one sdale bridle and Sadie cloth and they were given me three rings 
I ware my Chilldren wareing Clothes Linin my son William hath Silver short 
butons and Silver Dram Cup there was a stone ring my husband wore he 
desired my son Eichard might have it with a Silver Ink case that had his 
name on it I have a small silver spoon and a Coril and bels that was given 
me when I was a child and I intend to give it my Son James there was a 
small spice morter and pesell that was not at home when the praisement was 
and the pesle Mr. Wyth 1 hath yet a wooden molter. 

Rebeckeb Stabk. 
March ye 24th 1704 

Then presented in Court by Eebecker Stark on oath and according to 
order is recorded. 

William Tonley, 
CI Cur. 

The following is an abstract of the will of Eebecca Starke, of 
York county, dated July 12, 1711, and proved July 20, 1713 : 

" To my son William Stark 2 my weding ring and a pair of iron Doggs, to 
my daughter Mary Harris my Bead Stone Ring, to my daughter Catreme 

1 Dr. John Wythe, of Warwick county, who married Diana Howard. 

2 The name is written Stark or Starke, the "e" being an immaterial letter 
in the eighteenth century. 
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Stark my great Seal Bing and the small chest she puts her Clothes in, to my 
son Richard Stark a Whitish Stone ring and a Silver Ink case Markett E S. 
and a Seal Skin trunk markett E. S., to my son James Stark my boys silver 
whicell and one Silver salts one silver dram cup one silver fork with a spoon 
to it and twenty shillings to buy him a hoop ring to wear for my sack, to sons 
Eichard Stark and James Stark the rest of my estate, and in case of death of 
either of them under age the survivor to enjoy the legacy ; my son James 
Stark to have two years schooling out of my little estate. Son William hole 

ye 
and soule executors. Eebecca E. G. Stark. Witness Eobert Hubberd, 

mark of 

Eobert Hubberd Jun'r. 

"Eecorded by Phi. Lighteoot CI. Court." 

The children of 1, Eichard and Eebecca Starke, are shown 
by this will to have been 2, William, eldest son, 3, Eichard, and 4, 
James, the latter two under age, and" 5, Catrene Starke, and 6, 
Mary Harris. 

William Starke, as eldest son, was a prominent man in York 
county, where he was a justice of the peace in 1730 and other 
years. There is a marriage contract of William and Mary Starke 
in 1713, and in 1717 she is described as "late Mary Whitby." 

Beverley in his History of Virginia says, that it was the habit 
of the people of Virginia to join together and form little schools in 
the parishes for the education of their children. A school of this 
kind existed in York Hampton parish, and Starke was one of the 
chief patrons, as the following deed shows : 

Stakeb's Fbeb School. 

"To all Xtian people to whom these presents shall come send greeting. 
Know ye that I the said William Stark being of good and perfect mind and 
without fraud and deceit for divers good causes and consideracons me here- 
unto moving have given, granted and confirmed, and by these presents do 
give grant and confirm unto my loveing friends whose names are under writt 
to them and their heirs forever. 

" I, William Stark, of the Parish of York Hampton and County of York in 
Virginia have given and granted and by these Presents do freely clearly and 
absolutely give and grant from myself and my heirs forever unto the said 
Gentle hew have bin at the charges of building a Scoulehbuse. I dew give a 
Quarter of an acre of land for the proper yuse of a scoule forever and for no 
other yuse but for a public scoule to educate children now lying in York 
Hampton parish in York County the quarter of an acre being laid out about 
the house and Joyning Mr. William Hansford land at the head of Newmans 
Spring the names of those that has bin Benefactors towards the Scoule house 
as followeth : Mr. Will Hewit, Mr. Thomas Hansford, Mr. Thomas Barbar, 
Mr. Joseph Walker, Mr. Will Barbar, Mr. Lewis Burwell, Mr. Cole Diggs, 
Mr. William Harwood, Mr. Thomas Harwood, Mr. Eobert Goodwin, Mr. 
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Cuthbert Hubert, Mr. Thomas Wade, Mr. Robert Crawley, Mr. Will Babb, 
Mr. Richard Pate, Mr. Richard Butt, Mr. 'William Stark. 

"In witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and Seal this Eateenth 
day of June in the Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lady Anne, by the 
Grace of God Queen of Great Britain France and Ireland and defender of the 
Faith and in the year of our Lord one thousand and seven hundred and eleven. 

Well Staek (Seal) 
Signed sealed and Delivered in the Presence of us 

Riohabd Whitakeb, Will Allen. 

Will Stark in open court presented and acknowledged this his deed for 
one quarter of an acre of land and at this writen it is admitted to record. 
Test Phi. Lightfoot CI. Court 

Truly recorded Phi. Lightfoot, CI. Court. 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 
Wilton and Windsor. — Wilton was the residence in 1775 of Col. 
Churchill, clerk of Middlesex county. It was situated on the 
north side of the Pianketank Eiver, about a mile from the water. 
"Windsor" was on the south side in Gloucester county, nearly the 
same distance from the water. It was the home of the Claytons. 
In 1776, the proprietor was Capt. Jasper Clayton, whose son was 
Thomas Whiting Clayton. — Hargreaves MS. in State Library. 

Knellee and Heselius. — Francis Hargreaves, who was tutor in 
Col. Churchill's family, said that he saw at Windsor a number of 
" family pictures drawn by Sir Godfrey Knetter." John Champe, 
of King George county, in his will in 1775, gave to his wife, who 
was Anne, daughter of Charles Carter, of " Cleves," " four pictures 
drawn last by Heselius, to-wit : Col. Charles Carter and Anne his 
wife (Anne Byrd), my own and the said Anne Champe." Where 
are these portraits ? 

John Clayton, the Botanist. — The father of Capt. Jasper Clay- 
ton, of "Windsor," was John Clayton, the learned botanist, son of 
the attorney-general of the same name who emigrated to Virginia 
about 1700. Hargreaves writes: "He was a doctor and a F. R. 
S., a man of extensive knowledge, especially in botany, and he ac- 
tually published a book of the Virginia plants printed at London 
( Flora Virginioa). He had a very curious garden (which is now 
a wilderness), and has left several volumes of dried plants, which 
Jasper (Clayton) very learnedly calls petrifactions." 

The Society fob the Advancement of Useful Knowledge. — 
"There is one at Williamsburg for the encouragement of arts, 



